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MASON  CITY 
ILLINOIS 

U.S.A. 


MPROVED  Reid’s  Yellow  Dent  pictured  above  is  the  product  of 
many  years  of  experimental  work  by  this  company.  Much  time 
and  money  have  been  spent  to  make  this  corn  the  absolute  leader 
in  Corn  Belt ; and  we  are  honest  when  we  say  we  believe  that  Sutton’s 
Improved  Reid’s  Yellow  Dent  is  the  highest  yielding  strain  of  Reid 
corn  in  the  United  States  today. 

Not  only  is  our  Reid  a big  yielder  but  we  have  given  the  same  earnest  attention 
to  the  seven  other  varieties  of  corn  we  handle.  Some  of  them  are  better  adapted 
to  certain  types  of  soil,  others  are  early  maturing  varieties.  Learning  in  the  yellow 
and  Sutton’s  White  Dent  in  white  corn  are  better  yielders  than  Reid  on  thin  or 
run-down  soil.  A careful  reading  of  the  description  following  each  variety  in  this 
catalog  shows  their  adaptability  for  your  use. 

Orders  were  received  by  us  last  year  from  thirty-three  States  in  the  Union, 
and  we  sold  more  bushels  of  seed  than  any  year  before  in  our  twenty-four  years  of 
seed  corn  experience. 

We  thank  our  thousands  of  customers  for  the  large  patronage.  They  have 
placed  faith  in  our  motto  “Sutton’s  Corn  Grows.”  With  a large  stock  of  early 
matured  seed  this  year  we  hope  to  increase  our  circle  of  business  friends.  We  hope 
we  can  serve  you  on  the  basis  of  high  germinating,  early  maturing  seed,  believing 
you  will  get  bigger  yields  of  better  corn. 

Very  truly  yours, 

THE  G.  D.  SUTTON  CO. 

MASON  CITY,  ILLINOIS,  U.  S.  A. 

L.  K.  ELLSBERRY 
V.  W.  PUGH 


G.  D.  SUTTON 
C.  A.  McHARRY 


SUTTONS  CORN  GROWS 


Certified  Corn 

name  Sutton  on  the  bag  and  tag  certifies  that  the  seed  came  from  good 
stock- — that  it  matured  early  and  made  a big  yield — that  it  was  grown  on 
early  maturing  sandy  loam  soil — that  it  was  gathered  early  and  put  in 
storage  before  injured  by  frosts  and  freezes. 

dried  in  large  specially  constructed 
buildings  by  means  of  blasts  of  warm  air  coming  from  hot  air  furnaces  driven  by 
electric  fans  and  blowers — that  after  drying  it  was  carefully  tested,  examined,  tipped 
and  butted  by  hand — that  it  was  graded  ON'er  the  very  best  com  graders  money  can 
buy,  and  sacked  in  heavy  stout  bags. 

The  name  Sutton  certifies  that  it  is  shipped  subject  to  your  approval — that  you  are 
the  judge  of  its  quality  and  if  not  satisfied  you  are  to  return  it  and  Sutton  pays  the  freight 
both  ways,  your  money  refunded  and  no  questions  asked. 

This  policy  is  the  product  of  25  years  square  dealing  here  at  hlason  City  in  the  seed 
corn  business.  Thousands  of  prosperous  up-to-date  farmers  know  it.  They  order  their 
seed  from  us  every  year.  They  profit  by  it.  So  will  you.  See  our  “On  Approval"  offer 
page  15. 

If  you  want  a perfect  stand,  if  you  want  a bigger  yield  per  acre  and  more  money  in 
the  bank,  this  catalog  will  interest  you.  Read  the  descriptions  of  each  variety,  the 
articles  telling  how  our  corn  is  handled,  the  letters  from  hundreds  of  satisfied  customers 
and  use  the  enclosed  order  blank  today. 


Enormous  Yield  of  Matured  Corn  This  Year 

We  had  the  largest  yields  of  corn  this  year  in  a decade. 

Our  corn  stood  up.  was  ven,-  heavily  eared,  was  not  injured  by  frost  at  all.  hlany 
of  our  fields  yielded  better  than  75  bushels.  One  SO  acre  field  yielded  better  than  76 
bushels  another  30  yielded  better  than  SO  bushels.  We  do  not  claim  big  yields  on  our 
sandy  loam  but  we  do  grow  quality  corn.  The  condition  of  our  corn  this  year  shows  what 
our  sandy  loam  will  do.  It  is  the  best  seed  corn  soil  there  is.  Our  local  farmers  claim  we 
have  increased  the  average  yield  10  to  15  bushels  per  acre  in  this  locality. 

We  test  each  ear  for  disease  that  we  plant  to  grow  our  seed  and  have  developed  the 
heaviest  yielding  strains.  We  do  not  say  this  as  an  idle  boast  but  competitive  tests  will 
show  this  to  be  true. 

In  ordering  seed  of  us  this  year  remember  this — you  will  get  seed  from  as  hea^w 
vigorous  ears  as  ever  grew — no  injur\-  in  any  way  from  frost,  bugs  or  disease.  We  men- 
tion this  because  so  many  sections  were  damaged  by  frost,  chinch  bugs,  winds,  drought, 
etc.  We  escaped  them  all. 

We  have  an  enormous  stock  of  extra  good  seed.  Come  see  it.  Demand  will  be 
great  so  order  early. 


WHEN  the  Pilgrims  landed  they  found 
the  Indians  planting  corn  and 
pounding  it  into  meal.  The  early 
white  settlers  thus  recognized  the  food  value 
of  corn  and  began  its  development.  From 
that  time  on,  it  has  been  a staple  food  prod- 
uct for  man  and  beast. 

Today  corn  is  grown  in  every  state  of 
the  Union  and  in  every  continent  on  the 
globe.  With  its  increased  production,  came 
the  demand  for  breeders  and  seedsmen,  who 
would  develop  new  varieties  and  higher 
yielding  strains.  In  co-operation  with  the 
University  of  Illinois,  the  U.  S.  Department 
of  Agriculture,  and  other  corn  breeders,  this 
has  been  our  work  for  almost  a quarter  of  a 
century. 

We  own  and  control  over  1,400  acres  of 
land  but  this  is  not  sufficient  to  grow  our 
supply  of  seed  corn,  and  we  have  over  40 
local  farmers  to  whom  we  furnish  Disease- 
Free  Seed  and  from  whose  very  best  fields 
we  select  seed  each  Fall  to  fill  our  mammoth 
drying  plants  here  at  Mason  City.  In  this 
way  we  have  a big  acreage  giving  us  the 
privilege  of  selecting  the  very  best  fields  of 
corn  grown  around  here  each  year. 

Our  soil  is  a sandy  loam  and  perfectly 
adapted  to  maturing.  The  seed  from  this 
soil  is  just  the  thing  for  black  and  clay  soils, 
and  we  feel  we  have  the  best  plan  for  grow- 
ing our  seed  corn  of  any  firm  in  the  United 
States. 

An  extra  10  bushels  per  acre  on  your 
corn  crop  is  all  velvet.  It  is  the  bushel  over 
and  above  the  average  that  makes  the  differ- 


Bardolph,  III.,  Oct.  1,  192.3 
In  regard  to  the  seed  corn  which  was  purchased 
of  you,  the  germination  was  good. 

One  of  the  neighbors  went  through  the  field  and 
said  it  would  make  80  bushels  to  the  acre  as  it  is. 

HERBERT  KIMBLE 

Winchester,  Ky.,  Sept.  24,  1923 
The  corn  I bought  of  you  came  in  fine  condition 
and  the  germination  was  as  near  perfect  as  could  be. 

I have  a fine  crop  which  I am  cutting  now  and  it 
will  make  from  75  to  85  bushels  per  acre. 

BARBEE  BETTS 

New  Haven,  Mo.,  Sept.  24,  1923 
Your  seed  corn  has  been  very  satisfactory.  Every- 
one that  bought  the  same  is  more  than  pleased. 
The  crop  is  the  largest  ever  grown. 

J.  P.  ALTHEIDE 

Breckenridge,  Mo.,  Sept.  24,  1923 
I will  say  I got  good  results  both  in  germination 
and  in  yield;  it  ripened  up  in  due  time  ahead  of  the 
frost. 

All  seed  that  I have  ever  ordered  from  you  has 
been  of  good  quality  and  got  good  results  with  it. 
I never  fail  to  recommend  the  G.  D.  Sutton  Co. 
to  anyone  wanting  seed. 

C.  E.  OGAN 

Prentice,  III.,  Sept.  29,  1923 
Replying  to  yours  of  the  22d,  will  say  that  I am 
more  than  pleased  with  the  corn  that  you  sent  me. 

The  percentage  of  germination  is  as  good  or  better 
than  represented  by  you.  Will  yield  from  50  to  60 
bushels  to  the  acre.  Matured  in  good  time,  best 
quality  for  the  last  four  or  five  years  in  this  locality. 

J.  W.  GRAFF 

Waggoner,  III.,  Sept.  25,  1923 
The  germination  of  the  corn  I got  from  you  was 
fine;  I think  every  grain  grew.  I had  a fine  stand. 

I have  always  been  well  pleased  with  your  corn 
and  I think  I have  got  you  a few  customers.  Will 
need  seed  in  the  spring  as  usual. 

L.  W.  SEYMOUR 

Farmersville,  III.,  Sept.  25,  1923 
I wish  to  say  that  the  seed  was  everything  you 
said  it  was  supposed  to  be.  The  germination  was 
fine.  At  the  first  plowing  out  of  the  first  twelve 
rows  I only  found  one  hill  missing. 

The  yield  will  average  between  seventy  and 
eighty  bushels  per  acre.  It  is  maturing  fine  for  the 
changeable  weather  we  are  having. 

Thanking  you  for  your  generous  favors,  I am, 
THOS.  P.  MURPHY 

Hannibal,  Mo.,  Sept.  24,  1923 
The  corn  that  I sold  for  you  has  given  very  good 
satisfaction  and  I cannot  see  that  you  can  improve 
it  very  much.  Everyone  is  very  satisfied  with  your 
seed  and  I expect  to  sell  more  of  your  seed  corn  next 
year. 

H.  FLEISCHMANN 

Blue  Mound,  III.,  Sept.  25,  1923 
The  seed  corn  I purchased  from  you  people  last 
spring  was  sure  fine.  The  germination  was  almost 
perfect  and  the  corn  has  certainly  done  fine.  The 
prospects  here  are  now  for  a bumper  crop. 

O.  R.  ALLEN 


ence  between  the  successful  and  unsuccess- 
ful farmer. 

You  know  how  we  get  out  seed  corn — 
what  we  put  into  it — how  we  grow  it  from 
disease- free  stock — gather  it  early — dry  it 
carefully — test  it  and  work  out  only  the 
choicest  seed  ears — tip  and  butt  them  by 
hand — grade  it  to  give  an  even  drop  with 
an  edge  drop  planter. 

If  you  know — positively  know — that 
you  have  that  kind  of  seed  don’t  send  us 
an  order;  hut  if  you  don’t  know,  the  wise 
thing  to  do  is  to  get  your  order  in  with  us 
at  once.  Because  that  is  the  kind  we  will 
send  you  and  we’ll  ship  it  on  approval. 
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Toledo,  III.,  Sept.  24,  192.3 
We  received  your  letter  this  morning  regarding 
the  seed  which  we  bought  of  you  last  spring.  I like 
the  seed  very  much,  as  I have  the  best  corn  crop 
I have  had  in  years.  My  corn  will  make  70  bushels 
to  the  acre,  and  is  well  matured.  Everyone  who 
has  seen  my  corn  likes  it  very  much.  From  now  on 
the  Yellow  Dent  corn  will  be  my  favorite  corn. 

I saw  Mr.  Perry  Harper,  a neighbor,  today,  who 
bought  seed  of  you  last  spring.  Says  the  seed  he 
got  of  you  last  made  fine  corn  and  he  seemed  very 
pleased  with  it.  JOHN  F.  RA\ 

Flemingsburg,  Ky.,  Sept.  26.  1923 
Boone  County  White  Corn  and  the  Yellow  Dent 
which  I bought  of  you  proved  to  be  99  per  cent  good 
as  it  seemed  to  all  come  up.  I have  one  of  the  best 
crops  I have  seen  in  this  locality. 

It  certainlv  pays  to  buv  the  G.  D.  Sutton  corn. 

C.  S.  CAL\’ERT 

Hadley,  III.,  Oct.  2,  1923 
The  seed  I bought  from  you  last  was  fine.  I will 
want  some  more  in  the  spring  so  far  as  I know’  now. 

GEO.  W.  DOLBEARE 

Sw.ANCREEK,  III.,  Oct.  2,  1923 
The  seed  corn  I got  from  you  last  spring  was 
O.  K.  I got  a good  stand.  The  yield  looks  as  if  it 
was  going  to  be  good.  Is  maturing  all  right. 

G.  G.  WINGATE 

Frederick,  III.,  Oct.  10,  1923 
I was  well  pleased  with  the  seed  corn  I got  from 
you  last  spring.  It  looks  as  if  would  make  60  or  65 
bushels  per  acre. 

It  is  well  matured.  The  seed  I got  from  you  is 
away  ahead  any  other  I planted  last  spring. 

GUY  HE'FFMAN 

Taylorville,  III.,  Oct.  12.  1923 
The  seed  corn  was  good  and  germination  was 
good.  B.  V.  BUHR 

Neoga,  III.,  Oct.  13,  1923 
I have  had  verv  good  success  with  vour  seed  corn. 

FRANK  A.  CARRUTHERS 

Kinloch,  Mo.,  Sept.  25,  1923 
We  have  good  success  with  your  seed  corn  in  this 
locality,  and  the  corn  in  this  locality  is  the  best  we 
have  had  in  years.  MILLER  BROS. 

Lebanon,  Mo.,  Sept.  25,  1923 
In  answer  to  your  inquiry  will  say  that  all  seed 
I have  ever  purchased  from  you  was  all  as  repre- 
sented, germination  always  proved  satisfactory,  and 
crops  raised  were  generally  excellent  for  soil  and 
season. 

I am  satisfied  you  people  furnish  as  high  a quality 
of  seed  as  is  possible  to  be  turned  out  and  besides 
you  have  the  added  advantage  of  being  specialists 
in  your  line.  An  additional  reason  why  corn  growers 
who  make  a practice  of  buying  new  seed  every  year 
should  trade  with  you  folks. 

Y.  H.  GOLDINGER 

Sullivan,  III.,  Sept.  24,  1923 
I have  the  best  corn  crop  this  season  that  I ever 
raised.  The  germination  was  good.  I think  every 
grain  grew.  I have  a perfect  stand;  could  not  ask 
for  any  better.  R.  M.  GRAMBLIN 

Early  this  fail  we  started  OYer  40 
men  gathering  our  Sacked- Picked 
Seed.  Picking  out  the  earliest  fields 
we  went  through  them,  each  man  with  a 
sack  OYer  his  shoulder  gathering  the  best 
seed  ears. 

This  corn  is  hauled  to  our  drying  houses 
and  hung  on  wire  hangers  so  that  each  ear 
has  its  own  air  space  for  drying.  We 
gathered  and  stored  OYer  13,000  bushels  in 
this  manner. 

At  Yery  early  husking  time,  we  start  50 
to  60  huskers  gathering  our  Regular  Stock 
Seed.  This  corn  is  husked  and  hauled 
directly  to  our  seed  house  where  it  is 
dumped  and  fed  down  to  tables  where  men 
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sort  it,  after  which  it  is  placed  in  large  dry- 
ing Yaults.  Five  big  hot  air  furnaces,  with 
electric  fans  blowing  fresh  air  through  the 
hot  air  pipes,  are  then  started,  which  makes 
a circulation  through  all  the  corn.  The  air 
is  not  OYerheated  but  is  just  hot  enough  to 
pick  up  the  moisture  in  the  corn  and  carry 
it  off. 

This  plan  enables  us  to  keep  our  seed 
Yigorous  in  spite  of  weather  conditions. 
Seed  corn  is  not  reliable  unless  kept  in  some 
such  manner.  This  is  why  hundreds  of  our 
best  farmers  buy  their  seed  of  us  each  year. 
They  find  it  cheaper  to  buy  seed  of  us,  kept 
this  way,  than  to  put  it  up  themselues  and 
care  for  it. 

Right  now,  TODAY,  is  the  time  to 
order  a supply  of  seed  corn  for  your  entire 
corn  acreage.  In  your  hands  now  it  will 
make  you  safe.  You  won’t  haue  to  worry. 
A supply  of  Sutton’s  Seed  Corn  costs  so 
little  and  means  so  much  that  CYery  day  of 
delay  may  mean  a big  loss  to  you. 

It  is  too  good  to  do  without.  The  cost 
per  acre  is  less  than  any  seed  you  plant. 
The  returns  are  larger  on  dollars  spent  than 
any  inuestment  you  can  make  this  season. 

Please  don’t  forget  that  we  guarantee  to 
please  you  or  to  return  your  money  cheer- 
fully. 

Vou  are  the  judge.  send  seed  corn 
out  this  way  because  we  feel  sure  it  will 
please  you.  It  is  quality  seed.  Remember 
Sutton  s Corn  Grows. 

Right  now,  TODAY,  is  the  time  to 
order. 
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A FTER  the  corn  is  thoroughly  dried^ 
it  is  brought  from  the  drying  vaults 
^ or  from  the  wire  hangers  and  placed 
on  sorting  tables.  Each  workman  has  a 
separate  table  placed  in  front  of  a window  so 
he  will  have  plenty  of  light  to  pick  out  the 
good  seed  ears  and  discard  those  which  do 
not  have  good  seed  ear  characteristics. 

Tipped  and  Butted  by  Hand 

After  the  seed  ears  are  selected,  the  tip  ker- 
nels for  about  \]4,  inches  down  the  ear  are 
shelled  off  and  the  butt  kernels  for  about  an 
inch  up  the  ear.  This  is  all  done  by  hand. 
We  tried  to  butt  and  tip  with  a machine  but 
it  is  very  unsatisfactory.  The  hand  work  is 
much  safer  and  surer. 

Germination  We  always  test  for 
germination  three 
times.  Eirst  by  sprout  testing  the  corn  as  it 
comes  from  the  hangers  or  drying  vaults, 
second,  by  knife  testing  at  the  tables  when 
sorting  ear  by  ear,  third,  by  sprout  testing 
samples  from  each  lot  as  it  is  shelled  and 
bagged.  In  this  way  we  know  exactly  what 
the  corn  tests  which  we  ship  you,  and  we 
put  that  test  on  the  bags. 


Grading 


The  corn  is  then  shelled  and 
graded  over  a large  Clipper 
grader.  The  kernels  are  sized  to  two  sixty- 
fourths  of  an  inch.  This  makes  seed  from 
which  you  can  get  an  even  drop  and  a per- 
fect stand. 

All  of  this  costs  time  and  money  but  our 
thousands  of  customers  believe  it  is  worth 
while.  You  cannot  afford  to  use  seed  corn 
handled  in  any  less  careful  manner. 


Mayslick,  Ky.,  Oct.  29,  1923 
I can  say  with  a great  deal  of  pleasure  that  we 
have  one  of  the  finest  crops  of  corn  that  we  have 
had  for  a number  of  years. 

Tfie  seed  I received  from  you  people  was  fine,  the 
germination  good.  My  corn  will  make  about  80 
bushels  per  acre.  It  has  fully  matured;  will  begin 
cribbing  the  24th. 

I have  talked  with  all  my  neighbors  that  received 
seed  corn  from  you  and  they  are  more  than  pleased 
with  your  corn.  C.  E.  GALBREATH 

Clayton,  III.,  Sept.  19,  1923 
The  seed  corn  I received  from  you  last  spring  was 
all  right  and  I have  got  a good  stand  and  a good 
crop. 

One  of  my  neighbors  said  it  would  make  80 
bushels  to  the  acre.  Well  pleased  with  the  corn. 

WM.  KESTNER 

Cato,  N.  Y.,  Oct.  30,  1923 
The  seed  corn  I received  from  you  was  first  class. 
The  germination  as  near  100  per  cent  as  possible. 
Had  a good  stand  and  good  yield  as  compared  with 
a cold,  dry  season.  G.  L.  HOTALING 

Allerton,  III.,  Oct.  3,  1923 
I have  talked  with  a number  of  the  farmers  who 
used  your  corn  and  they  say  that  it  germinated  well, 
has  a good  yield,  and  has  matured  nicely. 

I believe  that  there  will  be  a big  demand  for  your 
corn  next  spring.  HARRY  PARISH 

Findley,  III.,  Oct.  1,  1923 
The  germination  was  perfect. 

GILBERT  WILSON 

Mt.  Auburn,  III.,  Sept.  25,  1923 
We  had  a cold  spring  but  the  corn  came  up  fine 
and  I have  a good  stand.  Corn  looks  as  if  it  would 
make  over  50  bushels  to  the  acre.  We  had  lots  of 
rain  and  warm  weather  and  the  corn  around  here 
is  nearly  all  out  of  the  way  of  frost.  Your  corn  sure 
matures  early. 

Your  seed  was  surely  good  to  grow  this  year. 

JOHN  C.  HOGAN 

Lincoln,  III.,  Sept.  25,  1923 
The  seed  corn  I got  of  you  last  spring  was  all  right. 

B.  W.  McNALLY 


Butted  and  Tipped  by  Hand 

We  are  very  careful  in  getting  our  seed 
out.  Each  one  of  our  men  works  at  a table 
by  himself — he  examines  each  ear  and  uses 
a jack  knife  and  a cob  in  the  old-fashioned 
way.  We  tip  and  butt  our  corn  by  hand — 
we  do  not  do  it  by  machinery.  We  will  not 
get  out  poorer  seed  in  order  to  save  money 
on  labor.  We  do  not  butt  and  tip  by 
machinery,  but  by  hand,  so  that  bad  corn 
may  be  detected  more  easily.  Send  your 
order  today. 
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bushels  to  the  acre.  It  has  done  well  with  all  the 
wind  storms  we  have  had. 

J.  DIEFEXBACH 

Tuscola,  III.,  Sept.  24.  1923 
Will  say  that  I got  a good  stand  of  corn  from  the 
seed  that  I got  of  vou  and  have  a good  crop  of  corn. 

F.  A.  FOX 

Xew  Welle,  Wo.,  Sept.  24,  1923 
Your  seed  corn  was  good. 

A.  C.  HOEFXER 

iWiLMiN'E,  III.,  Oct.  1,  1923 
The  seed  I bought  of  you  was  good  and  came  up 
fine,  a perfect  stand  all  over  the  field. 

JOHX  BECKER 

Shelbyville,  III.,  Sept.  29,  1923 
I am  satisfied  with  the  seed  I got  from  you  this 
season.  It  suits  me  all  right. 

S.  R.  DOWX 

Winchester,  Ky.,  Oct.  2,  1923 
Regarding  seed  corn  bought  from  you  this  season 
will  say  that  germination  was  good,  and  I have  the 
best  yield  I have  had  for  three  or  four  years.  I have 
planted  Iowa  Silvermine  for  three  years  and  have 
found  it  to  be  the  best  white  corn  I ever  planted, 
especially  on  this  land.  Have  always  found  your 
seed  to  be  A number  one. 

You  can  supplv  me  next  season  with  seed  corn. 

B.  C.  TAYLOR 

Rapatee,  III.,  Sept.  25,  1923 
Will  say  seed  was  perfect  in  germination.  Crop 
is  excellent  in  this  locality.  I would  place  the  yield 
at  65  bushels  per  acre. 

Corn  stands  up  fine  in  this  locality  so  far  and  the 
ears  are  high,  making  a good  demand  for  long-armed 
huskers.  Kindly  send  me  a catalog  as  I will  want 
some  more  seed  next  spring. 

C.  W.  SWIGERT 

Adair.  III.,  Sept.  25,  1923 
Your  seed  corn  is  ver\-  satisfacton.*. 

FARMERS  ELEYATOR  AXD  PRODUCE  CO.  S/fi 


Seed  Corn  Soil 

We  grow  our  seed  corn  on  a sandy  loam 
soil,  perfectly  adapted  to  maturing  strong 
Yigorous  seed.  Seed  from  this  soil  will  out- 
yield  corn  of  same  strain  grown  on  hea\w 
black  soil.  Farmers  with  black  or  clay  soil 
should  use  our  seed  even  though  they  have 
good  seed  of  their  own.  We  have  the  heavi- 
est yielding  strains  grown. 

Spent  years  and  much  money  doing  this. 
The  University  of  Illinois  and  the  Corn 
Breeders  Association  know  what  our  corn  is. 


OUR  workmen  are  experienced  in  the 
business,  many  of  them  have  worked 
for  us  for  over  ten  years  and  a few 
over  fifteen  years.  They  knoiv  corn.  They 
know  what  a farmer  expects  in  seed  corn 
and  they  try  to  give  him  really  more  than 
he  is  expecting.  They  are  honest,  experi- 
enced workmen,  and  co-operate  with  us  in 
everything  we  do. 

Three  members  of  the  firm,  Mr.  Sutton, 
Mr.  Ellsberry,  and  Mr.  Pugh,  are  on  the 
job  all  the  time  looking  after  all  details  and 
working  with  the  men.  There  are  man}* 
things  to  look  after:  drying,  ventilating, 
sorting,  testing,  grading,  etc.,  which  require 
constant  attention. 

Specialists  farmers  are 

equipped  to  handle  their 

seed  corn  in  a satisfactory  manner.  It  has 
been  our  life  work.  As  practical  farmers, 
breeders,  and  seedsmen,  we  have  put  our 
thought  and  energ\*  into  this  enterprise. 
It  is  a profession,  and  requires  years  of 
training  to  become  a specialist.  The  testing 
of  corn  for  disease  is  scientific  in  every 
detail:  and  requires  laboratory  methods  to 
do  it  with  accuracy. 

But  It  Pays  It  means  better  stands, 

better  yields,  better 

quality,  and  more  money  in  the  bank  at  the 
end  of  the  year.  Thousands  of  our  custom- 
ers realize  this.  Several  years  ago,  a land- 
lord told  us  that  one  of  his  tenants  had  used 
poor  seed  corn  the  year  before  and  he  felt 
it  had  cost  him  over  81,500  loss  on  the  crop 
because  of  poor  stands.  After  that  he  put 
a clause  in  his  contract  that  his  tenants  must 
use  only  our  seed  corn.  He  did  this  to  make 
money  for  tenants  as  well  as  for  himself. 
Sutton  seed  will  make  money  for  you. 
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Sack  Picked  and  Dried  on  Our  Wire  Hangers 


T IS  a woyiderfiil  sight  to  see  thousands  upon  thousands  of  bushels  of  sack- 
picked  corn  hung  on  wire  hangers.  Every  ear  of  it  picked  by  men  going 
through  the  helds  with  sacks  over  their  shoulders.  Every  ear  of  it  as  dry 
as  a bone  and  with  a germ  in  it  as  strong  as  nature  knew  how  to  make  it. 
You  will  be  interested  to  see  it  and  we  would  be  mighty  glad  to  have 
you  come  and  visit  us  to  see  it.  We  have  cut  up  over  jive  miles  (not  rods,  but  miles)  of 
electric  welded  fencing  to  make  these  corn  hangers. 

It  costs  a lot  of  money  to  put  up  seed  this  way  but  it  makes  ideal  seed.  It  is  as  near 
perfection  as  possible.  While  we  guarantee  our  Regular  Stock  just  as  strongly  as  the 
Sack  Picked,  yet  we  have  to  admit  that  the  Early  Picked  is  the  ideal. 

Every  ear  of  our  shelled  seed  is  hand  butted  a?id  tipped,  and  graded  for  the  edge  drop  planter. 


Pioneers  in  Seed  Corn  Business 

We  were  the  first  hrm  in  this  part  of  Illinois  to  engage  in  the  selling  of  seed  corn.  We 
have  had  many  imitators.  Some  have  made  good  and  a good  many  have  fallen  by  the 
wayside.  Our  growth  has  been  due  to  two  things.  In  the  first  place  we  are  located  right. 
Our  soil  is  a sandy  loam  that  warms  up  quick  in  the  spring,  holds  moisture  well,  and  pushes 
the  crop  along  for  an  early  maturity. 

In  the  second  place,  we  live  up  to  our  motto  which  is  “Sutton’s  Corn  Grows.”  When 
we  sell  a man  once  we  sell  him  again.  The  highest  quality  of  corn  and  the  most  careful 
attention  to  our  customers’  instructions  make  us  friends  who  come  back  year  after  year 
and  always  count  on  getting  their  seed  corn  from  The  G.  D.  Sutton  Co.,  because  they 
know  they  are  safe. 

We  were  the  first  in  the  business  in  this  part  of  Illinois  and  are  now  the  Largest  in  the 
World.  And  we  have  only  been  able  to  have  this  growth  because  we  give  every  minute 
of  our  time  to  the  seed  corn  business,  do  not  trtist  details  to  somebody  else. 
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Four  Bushels  Increase  from  Dried  Seed  Corn 

Grain  Dealers’  Journal,  November  25,  1919 

Farmers  may  expect  at  least  four  bushels  more  corn  to  the  acre  from  seed  that  is 
carefully  dried  out  in  fall  than  seed  picked  from  the  crib  in  the  spring,  according  to 
agronomists  at  the  Ohio  Experiment  Station.  On  the  average  farm  this  would  amount  to 
an  increase  of  almost  $100  a year. 

Tests  conhrming  these  results  were  secured  by  handling  separate  lots  of  seed  corn 
over  a number  of  years,  in  which  practically  every  method  of  caring  for  seed  corn  was 
tested,  whether  good  or  bad. 

Seed  corn  dried  out  with  artihcial  heat  and  stored  carefully  pro\'ed  to  be  superior  to 
that  picked  from  the  crib,  buried  in  oats,  piled  in  a heap  or  left  in  an  unventilated  place 
when  drying.  The  seed  from  each  lot  of  corn  dried  under  different  circumstances  is 
planted  each  year  at  the  station  to  hnd  out  what  the  actual  yield  might  be.  The  artifi- 
cially dried  corn  has  gi^•en  four  bushels  more  than  any  other  method  of  curing. 


Beverly,  III.,  Oct.  .3,  1923 

The  two  bushels  of  seed  that  I got,  there  wasn't  a hill  missing 
in  the  field,  I don't  think.  I got  seven  ears  out  of  the  field  the 
other  dav  and  the  seven  weighed  13  pounds. 

JAMIES  FLIXX 

F.A.R.MERSVILLE,  IlL.,  Oct.  .5,  1923 
The  seed  I bought  of  you  was  excellent  in  quality  and  ger- 
mination. I got  a good  stand,  in  fact  the  best  stand  I ever  had. 
All  of  my  corn  will  make  60  bushels  or  better. 

I will  order  seed  from  vou  again. 

ROY  WELGE 

Xew  Berlin,  III.,  Sept.  29.  1923 
We  are  very  well  pleased  with  it  in  every  way.  Our  corn  is 
maturing  nicely  and  I think  it  will  average  .50  or  60  bushels 
and  is  about  two  weeks  earlier  than  the  average  here. 

CHAS.  F.  KXEPLER 

P.A.XTOX,  III.,  Oct.  S,  1923 
The  seed  I received  from  vou  last  spring  was  good. 

I\TX  R.  ARTIST 

Ogden,  III.,  Oct.  1.  1923 

The  seed  was  fine  in  germination.  I am  well  pleased  with 
my  corn  crop.  P.  A.  SILKEY 


Slimmer,  III.,  Oct.  12.  1923 

The  seed  I got  from  you  just  grew  fine.  I never  had  corn  to 
grow  any  better.  Although  the  crop  is  a little  late  on  account 
I could  not  get  it  out  earlv;  the  ground  was  too  wet. 

JOHX  LITTLEJOHX 

Arenzville,  III.,  Oct.  11.  1923 

Received  April  15th  two  bushels  of  Learning  corn.  Planted 
on  May  18th  with  John  Deere  planter  edge  drop;  set  planter  for 
two  grains;  got  96  per  cent  stand.  Corn  will  make  about  65 
bushels  per  acre. 

Well  pleased  with  it  as  I believe  it  is  the  real  Learning  corn. 

CHAS.  ATER 

CovELL,  III.,  Oct.  10,  1923 

I got  splendid  results;  it  is  practically  a 100  per  cent  stand 
and  almost  weedless. 

This  corn  is  well  matured  and  we  have  had  no  frost  to  hurt  it. 
The  ears  average  9 to  10  inches  in  length. 

JULIUS  ALWES 

Mt.  Sterling,  III.,  Oct.  16,  1923 

My  corn  will  make  between  45  and  50  bushels  per  acre, 
about  25  bushels  more  per  acre  than  last  j-ear  on  the  same  field. 

The  germination  was  good. 

Mv  corn  is  of  a fine  qualitv  this  time.  The  reason  is  that 
I had  good  seed.  CHAS.  P.  FORSYTH 


During  the  past  three  years,  we 
have  made  over  thirty  tests  of 
different  varieties  . and  different 
strains  of  same  varieties  for  best  yields. 
We  placed  these  in  competition  and  careful 
tests  were  made. 

Last  year  we  used  seventeen  strains  of 
corn,  including  six  from  the  Department  of 
Agriculture  at  Washington.  This  plot  was 
planted  across  strips  prepared  in  various 
ways;  using  limestone  and  manure,  then 
just  limestone,  then  just  manure,  then 
neither  limestone  nor  manure. 

We  found  quite  a difference  in  the  yields 
of  the  various  strains  and  also  a difference 
in  yields  of  the  different  types  of  same  strain. 
We  also  found  that  the  same  strain  and 
type  gave  a larger  yield  where  the  seed  was 
tested  for  disease. 

We  selected  the  varieties  and  the  types 
of  these  varieties  that  gave  the  best  yields 
and  used  them  to  grow  our  seed.  We  also 
established  a laboratory  and  built  electric- 
heated  testers  and  absolutely  test  each  ear 
planted,  for  the  various  corn  diseases.  We 
have  men  trained  for  this  work  and  keep 
them  busy  the  entire  season,  testing  for 
disease,  the  corn  we  plant  to  grow  our  seed. 
Not  only  are  several  grains  sprouted  from 
each  ear  but  each  grain  is  dissected  with  a 
sharp  knife,  so  that  any  trace  of  disease  is 
readily  recognized. 

We  now  feel  that  we  are  offering  our 
customers  the  very  highest  yielding  strains 
of  seed  that  are  as  free  from  disease  as  is 
practically  possible  at  this  stage  of  corn 
development. 

We  have  been  informed  that  our  corn  out- 
yielded  all  other  varieties  tested  hi  four  trial 
plots  conducted  last  year  by  the  University  of 
Illinois. 


New  Harmony,  Ind.,  Sept.  24,  1923 
In  regard  to  the  seed  I bought  of  you,  the  germina- 
tion was  fine;  could  not  expect  any  better.  The 
maturity  was  as  good  as  could  be  expected  as  this 
corn  was  planted  in  the  Wabash  bottoms  and  at 
seeding  time  had  an  overflow  and  was  delayed  in 
planting  until  the  middle  of  June.. 

J.  D.  WILEY 

Nokomis,  III.,  Sept.  24,  1923 
In  answer  to  the  above  we  are  glad  to  say  that 
your  seed  corn  gave  perfect  satisfaction  with  our 
trade,  and  will  handle  same  the  coming  season. 

BARNSTABLE  AND  SCHAPER 

Higginsville,  Mo.,  Sept.  24,  1923 
We  had  very  favorable  results  from  the  seed  corn 
we  bought  from  you.  As  to  our  corn  crop  in  this 
territory,  we  believe  it  is  the  best  crop  we  have  had 
for  ten  years.  Our  locality  is  reaping  the  benefit  of 
planting  pure  bred  seed  corn  and  our  farmers  are 
realizing  that  it  pays  to  plant  the  best  seed. 

EAGLE  MILL  AND  ELEVATOR  CO. 

Champaign,  III.,  Sept.  25,  1923 
The  seed  corn  received  from  you  was  of  good 
germination  and  vigorous  growth,  and  matured  in 
good  shape. 

GUY  W.  STANNER 

Concordia,  Mo.,  Sept.  24,  1923 
Beg  to  advise  that  we  have  had  very  good  luck 
with  your  seed  corn,  and  the  reports  that  we  are 
getting  of  the  corn  crop  are  very  satisfactory. 

J.  S.  KLINGENBERG  AND  SON 

Buell,  Mo.,  Sept.  24,  1923 
The  corn  crop  in  this  section  of  the  country  is  the 
best  we  have  h.ad  for  several  years.  The  seed  corn 
we  got  from  you  has  given  good  satisfaction.  We 
have  no  complaints. 

FARMERS  ELEVATOR  AND  SUPPLY  CO. 


Your  Railroad  Fare  Free 

We  will  pay  your  railroad  fare  and  all 
other  expenses  to  anyone  not  farther  away 
than  50  miles  who  comes  to  us  and  purchases 
50  bushels  of  seed  corn  either  ear  or  shelled, 
or  we  will  pay  all  his  expenses  if  he  comes 
and  does  not  buy  and  finds  that  we  mis- 
represented our  corn  or  method  of  keeping 
it.  If  you  live  farther  away  than  50  miles, 
we  will  pay  that  part  of  expenses  on  same 
conditions  as  above. 

You  are  always  welcome.  We  have 
nothing  to  hide. 
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Disease 


Valley  Park,  Mo.,  Sept.  24,  1923 
The  seed  corn  I purchased  from  you  was  all  you 
claimed  it  to  be.  The  germination  was  perfect.  The 
corn  matured  about  the  loth  of  this  month. 

J.  B.  GR-VHAM 

Lewisto'wx,  III.,  Sept.  25.  1923 
In  regard  to  your  questions  on  the  corn,  the  corn 
that  I got,  the  germination  was  good.  I think  it 
will  yield  about  50  bushels  and  it  would  have  been 
better  if  the  chinch  bugs  had  not  been  in  it.  We  had 
an  earlv  frost  but  the  corn  matured  before  frost. 

EDG-VR  THOMAS 


il 


Lexington,  Mo.,  Sept.  25,  1923 
I have  a good  stand  of  corn  from  your  corn;  yield 
about  50  bushels  per  acre.  It  is  now  matured  fully. 

JAMES  AL"LL 

Sl-lliv.^lN,  III.,  Sept.  26.  1923 
Will  say  that  the  seed  was  all  right  in  germination 
and  maturity.  q wEGER 


Sl-lliv.an,  III.,  Sept.  25,  1923 

I have  a good  stand  of  corn;  90  to  95  per  cent. 

I expect  to  place  an  order  for  about  15  bushels 
later  on  as  I have  good  results  from  vour  seed. 

J.  W.  WOOD 

Gibson  City,  III.,  Oct.  15.  1923 
Germination  was  excellent.  This  was  Reid's 
Yellow  Dent.  Corn  is  of  good  quality.  Will  make 
around  70  bushels  per  acre.  Will  need  quite  a little 
seed  next  year. 

As  to  your  Learning  corn,  that  sure  is  a good 
Yielding  corn.  Have  60  acres  of  it  this  vear. 

GEORGE  ZIMMERMAN 


R.XNKIN,  III.,  Oct.  16.  1923 
My  seed  I got  of  you  was  good,  the  germination 
was  verv  good.  Yield  about  50  bushels  per  acre. 

G.  A.  SEIDEL 
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Hard  Roads 

Mason  City  is  located  on  the  Hard  Road 
about  half  way  between  Peoria  and  Spring- 
field.  Our  two  large  drying  houses  are  in 
town,  one  block  east  of  the  pavement. 
]^isitors  are  always  welcome.  It  is  hard  to 
tell  all  we  would  like  to  tell  in  this  small 
booklet  but  when  you  come  to  see  us,  you 
can  tell  for  yourself  exactly  how  the  corn 
looks,  how  we  handle  it,  and  what  you  will 
get  if  we  ship  you  some  seed.  You  are 
always  welcome. 


There  are  many  systems  for  sprout- 
ing corn  to  tell  whether  or  not  it  will 
grow:  but  there  are  very  few  of  these 
systems  which  can  be  used  to  test  the  corn 
for  disease.  The  general  plan  we  follow  was 
originated  in  the  Indiana  Experiment  Sta- 
tion. 

The  germinator  is  a large  triple-walled 
electricalh’-heated  box.  or  rather  three 
boxes,  one  inside  the  other,  with  ventilating 
holes  in  the  bottom  and  burlap  tops.  The 
kernels  to  be  tested  are  placed  on  wet  paper 
toweling,  which  lays  on  a layer  of  water- 
proof paper.  This  is  rolled  up  the  same  as 
an  old  style  rag  doll  tester  and.  with  many 
others,  is  placed  in  the  inside  box  of  the 
germinator.  Surrounding  this  box  is  a wall 
of  limestone  and  sawdust  which  is  wet  two 
or  three  times  a day  with  boiling  hot  water. 
In  this  manner  the  air  in  the  box  is  kept 
sterile  and  the  hot  water  helps  in  holding 
the  temperature  of  the  dolls  around  So 
degrees.  The  corn  is  left  in  these  testers 
seven  to  nine  days,  for  it  takes  this  long  for 
some  of  the  disease  spores  to  develop. 

The  use  of  paper  toweling  instead  of 
rags  was  originated  by  this  company  last 
year  and  has  since  been  adopted  by  many 
County  Advisers.  It  is  much  better  than 
the  old  system  because  when  one  test  is 
done,  all  the  paper  can  be  thrown  away 
while  with  the  rag  testers,  the  rags  had  to 
be  boiled  and  washed  to  get  rid  of  the 
infection  in  the  cloth. 


9 


The  First  Offices  of  The  G.  D.  Sutton  Co. 


Our  Buildings 


E NOW  have  four  drying  and  storage  plants  here  at  Mason  City.  They  are 
heated  with  six  large  hot  air  furnaces.  The  sides  are  covered  with  ventilating 
doors  and  windows.  We  hav^e  slatted  tioors  under  the  bins  and  triangular 
and  square  ventilators  running  through  the  corn  in  all  directions.  We  get 
the  corn  in  early  and  when  once  it  is  in  the  houses  it  is  free  from  all  danger 


()f  frost  and  freezes. 

Our  workmen  take  an  interest  in  the  busi 
up  to  the  reputation  we  have  that  “Sutton’s 


Norris  City,  Ii.l.,  Oct.  13,  1923 
I have  a good  stand.  The  germination  was  good. 

This  corn  is  almost  dry  enough  to  crib  now.  This  corn  was 
planted  about  the  9th  of  Alay. 

I have  been  well  pleased  with  your  seed  corn.  I feel  it  a 
profit  and  not  an  expense  to  buy  good  seed. 

CLYDE  AUSTIN 

Vand.\li.x,  III.,  Oct.  17,  1923 
In  regard  to  vour  seed  corn,  it  grew  fine. 

JOHN  WISS 

Martinsville,  III.,  Oct.  21,  1923 
The  corn  we  received  of  you  was  O.  K.  in  every  respect; 
we  obtained  a perfect  stand.  The  corn  is  maturing  in  good 
shape.  CLAUDE  TAGGART 

Guilford,  Conn.,  Oct.  11,  1923 
The  seed  corn  we  received  from  you  last  spring  came  up 
well  and  grew  well  under  the  conditions. 

WILCOX  BROS. 


ness.  They  do  their  best  to  help  us  to  live 
Corn  Ch'ows.’’  Many  of  them  have  worked 
for  us  from  10  to  15  years.  They  are  ex- 
perienced seed  corn  judges  and  do  conscien- 
tious work  in  every  particular.  We  do  the 
s(|uare  thing  by  them,  they  do  the  square 
thing  by  us,  and  together  we  try  to  do  the 
stjuare  thing  by  our  customers. 


Burnside,  III.,  Oct,  29,  1923 

In  reply  to  your  letter  received  sometime  ago  in  regard  to 
the  seed  corn  I puichased  from  you  last  spring.  I got  a good 
stand  of  corn  and  the  quality  is  good. 

TRESSLER  1 1.  SHINN 

Clarksville.  AIo.,  Sept.  25,  1923 

In  reply  to  your  inciuiry  about  the  seed  corn  I got  from  you 
last  spring,  will  say  that  I did  not  have  a word  of  complaint 
from  a single  man.  The  corn  was  divided  among  six  of  us. 
I have  seen  most  of  the  fields  tliat  were  planted  with  the  corn 
and  they  all  look  fine. 

1 think  1 can  use  some  more  seed  next  spring. 

W.  S.  ILROV 


Atwood,  III.,  Sept.  25,  1923 
Will  say  the  seed  which  we  received  from  you  was  O.  K. 

AMOS  SIRE 
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Now  the  Largest  Seed  Corn  Firm  in  the  World 


Poor  vs.  Perfect  Stand 


F YOU  plant  poor  seed,  have  missing  hills,  and  get  an  SO  per  cent  stand, 
you  lose  20  per  cent  oi  your  corn  crop.  On  an  SO  bushel  yield  at  75  cents 
per  bushel,  this  means  Si 2. 00  per  acre  loss,  which  is  good  rent  on  high 
priced  land. 

A tenant  farmer  can  pay  his  cash  rent  on  his  grass  land  with  the  extra 


money  he  gets  from  planting  Sutton  Seed  Corn. 


A perfect  stand  means  from  So.OU  to  Si 
seed  will  give  you  a \'ield  of  from  h\-e  to  tv 
out"  seed.  Therefore,  if  you  plant  Sutton’s 
Seed,  you  get  two  of  the  essentials  oi  a 
bumper  crop.  Viz. : Perfect  stand  and  high 
yielding  seed. 

■‘Corn  bred  for  several  years  for  in- 
creased yield  will  produce,  with  exactly  the 
same  treatment.  10.  20  or  even  40  bushels 
more  per  acre  than  unselected  seed." — Bulle- 
tin 229.  U.  S.  Dept,  of  Agriculture. 

Ha\-ava.  III..  Sepc.  2^.  1P23 

In  reply  yours  of  cfie  22d  vrill  scare  thac  the  com  I cor  from 
you  was  entirely  sacisfactor:-'.  _ 

WTien  I need  seed  asain  will  surely  come  to  you  tor  it. 

OSCAR  ATHEY 

Pt.w.rocTH.  III..  Occ.  -5.  Ado 
The  corn  I boucht  of  you  was  all  rishc. 

ROY  T.  GLASS 


5.00  per  acre  m;>re:  and  then  thoroughbred 
cittA-  bushels  more  than  if  you  planted  "run 


XivDzaHOOs:.  ill..  S.err-  30.  1023 


i ^ - -VC., 


uESsro  Gordo.  iLL..  Serr.  IT-.  1.123 

sarisfacrori.-  as  co  cerminarion.  Ic  is  doinc  £.;-:d  _and  I think 
will  give  me  good  returns,  it  is  out  of  danger  or  frost.  Will 
sive  me  a meld  or"  or  to-  t--.'  bushels.  S;  tar  ^ itue  :t  nne. 

C.  A.  DILLoW 
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A Paper 


Badly  Diseased 


isease 


O MUCH  has  been  said  and  written  about  “Root 
Rot,”  “Fusarium  Infection,”  and  corn  disease 
that  many  farmers  are  somewhat  confused  as  to 
what  is  really  meant.  These  diseases  are  fun- 
gous growths,  similar  to  germ  diseases  of  the 
human  family.  It  is  not  until  the  germs  of  the 
small  pox  spread  through  the  entire  body  that  this  disease  can 
be  detected  and  in  the  same  manner,  the  diseases  of  the  corn 
plant  of  the  above  class  cannot  be  detected,  until,  by  applica- 
tion of  moisture  and  proper  heat  they  are  allowed  to  develop. 
If  this  is  done  in  the  germinator,  the  ears  will  be  thrown  out, 
but  if  the  kernel  is  planted,  which  contains  this  disease,  it  will 
develop  in  the  growing  corn  the  same  as  in  the  germinating 
laboratory. 


There  are  many  of  these  diseases  which  have  not  even  been 
identified  as  yet,  but  the  four  which  are  apparently  doing  the 
most  damage  are  the  Scutellum  Rot,  Diplodia,  Fusarium 
Moniliforme,  and  Cephalosporium  Acremonium.  All  of  these 
can  be  easily  distinguished  on  the  germinator  by  a well  informed 
operator. 


The  picture  in  the  upper  left-hand  corner  shows  one  of  our 
germinators  with  the  lid  raised.  The  tops  of  the  sprouts  can 
be  seen.  We  have  three  of  these  large  germinators.  Each  one 
holds  72  paper  dolls,  and  each  doll  holds  kernels  from  20  ears. 
The  capacity  of  the  three  is  4,320  ears. 

In  the  middle  of  the  top  of  the  page  is  shown  one  of  these 
dolls  unrolled  after  the  corn  had  sprouted.  Very  little  can  be 
told  by  simply  looking  at  the  sprouted  kernels,  but  after  they 
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Reading  the  Test 


in  Corn 


are  bisected  lengthwise  with  a knife,  as  is  shown  in  the  upper 
right-hand  corner,  the  real  symptoms  of  the  disease  can  be  seen. 

The  kernels  then  appear  as  shown  in  the  pictures  on  each 
side  of  the  page.  The  picture  on  the  left  shows  a badly  infected 
kernel.  Notice  the  dark  appearance  of  the  heart.  Also  the 
sprout  shows  discoloration.  The  latter  is  Diplodia,  one  of  the 
root  rot  diseases.  This  grain  sprouted  and  appeared  healthy 
at  first. 

On  the  right  is  shown  a picture  of  a perfectly  healthy  grain. 
Notice  how  clear  and  white  the  heart  is  and  how  strong  and 
vigorous  the  root  and  sprouts  are.  This  grain  is  disease-free. 
We  select  all  our  seed  for  our  own  planting  in  this  way.  It  is  a 
difficult  job,  but  it  gives  results  in  increased  yields. 

Tests  were  conducted  all  over  the  State  the  last  two  or  three 
years,  all  of  which  proved  the  increase  in  yield  from  using  seed 
I of  this  kind.  We  refer  you  to  the  article  on  page  8 which  tells 
j of  our  experience  along  this  line. 

t Remember  all  the  seed  we  sell  is  grown  from  seed  selected 

in  this  manner.  It  is  only  one  year  removed  from  disease-free 
parentage  and  is  as  free  from  disease  as  it  is  commercially 
possible  to  have  it.  We  spend  a good  deal  of  money  in  this 
work  but  feel  it  is  well  spent  and  that  the  results  secured  are 
well  worth  while. 


Palmyra,  III.,  Oct.  8,  1923 

In  reply  to  your  inclosed  letter  in  regard  to  the  seed  corn  which  we  bought  of  you 
will  say  that  we  have  made  inquiry  among  our  customers  that  bought  your  seed  corn 
and  find  that  it  has  given  satisfaction  in  every  instance,  while  they  leport  good  yield 
and  of  good  quality. 

I have  never  had  a complaint  on  the  seed  corn  which  I have  bought  from  you  since  I 
have  been  handling  your  line,  which  has  been  three  years.  It  seems  to  have  given  entire 
satisfaction.  STEINAIETZ  Disease  Free 


13 


Sutton’s  Improved  Reid’s  Yellow  Dent 


Improved  Reid^s  Yellow  Dent 

This  wonderful  corn  was  originated  in  1847  by  James  L.  Reid,  who  the  year  previous 
moved  from  Brown  County,  Ohio,  to  Tazewell  County,  Illinois,  about  16  miles 
north  of  Mason  City,  Illinois.  He  brought  with  him  to  his  prairie  home  a reddish 
colored  variety  known  as  the  ''Gordon  Hopkins  ' corn.  In  the  Spring  of  ’46  due  to  a poor 
stand,  he  replanted  with  what  was  called  "Little  Yell oiv"  and  from  this  cross  came  the  start 
of  Reid's  Yellow  Dent.  His  selection  came  into  prominence  at  the  time  of  the  World’s 
Fair  in  Chicago  in  1893,  and  for  several  years  it  was  called  World's  Fair  Corn. 

We  have  been  growing  this  corn  for  25  years.  In  that  time  we  have  developed  a 
strain  which  is  a big  yielder  and  is  the  favorite  of  the  majority  of  our  customers. 


Chavactcvistics  improved  Reid’s  Yellow  Dent  is  a slowly  tapering  ear,  well 

rounded  butt,  and  medium  to  small  sized  shank,  with  well  filled 
tip.  Ears  10  to  11  inches  long.  More  of  a lemon  than  an  orange  color.  The  kernel  is 
wedge  shaped  with  small  space  between  kernels  at  the  cob  and  slight  space  between  rows 
on  outer  side  of  the  ear.  We  do  not  believe  in  growing  too  fine  a kernel.  Prefer  it  a little 
coarse.  A meaty,  strong,  virile  kernel,  square  shouldered  and  masculine  in  appearance  is 
our  preference.  The  kernels  are  dimple  dented  to  pinch  dented;  not  very  rough.  Tests 
have  shown  this  to  be  the  disease  resistant  and  highest  yielding  type.  It  ripens  in  from 
110  to  115  days. 


Adaptability  Reid  is  grown  wherever  corn  is  planted  except  in  the  far  north. 

From  the  Pan  Handle  of  Texas  to  Southern  Wisconsin,  and  from 
the  dairy  districts  of  the  East  to  the  grain  sections  of  California,  almost  every  farmer  knows 
Reid's  Yellow  Dent. 


We  have  had  wonderful  results  with  it  in  the  Central  and  Southern  Corn  Belt.  We 
have  had  wonderful  yields  in  the  Delta  section  of  Southeast  Missouri.  Have  shipped 
hundreds  of  bushels  into  Central  Iowa  year  after  year.  Here  in  Central  Illinois,  we  sell 
three  bushels  of  Reid  to  one  of  any  other  variety.  Across  the  line  in  Indiana  we  have 
customers  who  order  their  seed  from  us  regularly  each  Spring.  Reid  is  not  adapted  to 
light,  thin  or  run-down  soil;  we  prefer  Learning,  Western  Plowman,  or  one  of  the  white 
varieties  for  such  soil,  but  for  rich,  fertile  soil  it  is  mighty  hard  to  beat  our  strain  of  Reid. 


I 


V' 
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On  Approval 


WE  W'ERE  the  first  seed  corn  firm  in  the  country  who  started  shipping  seed  corn 
“on  approval”  and  for  over  20  years  have  pursued  that  policy. 

We  made  that  fair  offer  and  make  it  today  so  that  farmers  can  buy  seed  with 
a feeling  of  safety  and  confidence  that  they  will  not  be  “stung.” 

Under  the  liberal  offer  we  make  you  take  no  risk.  You  take  no  chance.  Simply  write 
a few  words  on  the  enclosed  order  blank,  send  your  order  and  check,  we  will  ship  you  the 
seed.  WYen  it  comes  take  it  home,  examine  and  test  it,  show  it  to  your  neighbors,  and 
County  Earm  Adviser.  If  not  satisfied  send  it  back.  We  will  return  your  money  and 
pay  freight  both  ways. 

We  can  deal  in  this  fair,  square  open  way  because  we  are  sure  we  have  the  kind  of 
seed  vou  want — the  best  monev  can  buv. 


Virginia,  III.,  Sept.  25,  1923 

I received  two  bushels  of  Improved  Vellow  Dent  seed  corn 
from  you  last  spring  and  am  well  pleased  wdth  it,  I got  a good 
stand;  very  few’  hills  missing. 

This  corn  will  soon  be  matured  and  past  danger  of  frost  in 
about  another  week  or  so.  The  ears  are  very  large  and  well 
filled.  I w’ould  judge  from  the  looks  of  it  that  it  will  make  about 
65  bushels  to  the  acre  but  I have  not  husked  any  of  it  yet. 

I think  I w’ill  w’ant  some  more  of  your  Improved  Rdd's 
Vellow  Dent  seed  corn  again  this  next  spring,  as  I think  it  is 
mighty  good  corn.  W.  E.  HUPPERS 

Avon,  III.,  Sept.  29,  1923 

The  seed  corn  I got  from  you  has  always  proven  good.  I have 
been  planting  Reid's  Improved  Yellow’  Dent  for  ten  or  tw’elve 
vears.  I never  had  soft  corn  but  once,  1917. 

C.  F.  EVERLY 


Wittenberg,  Perry  County,  Mo,,  Sept.  24,  1923 
The  seed  corn  I bought  from  you  this  spring  w’as  all  O.  K. 
Xearlv  a perfect  stand  if  it  would  not  have  been  for  Air.  Alole. 
That  field  of  Reid's  Yellow’  Dent  is  my  best  corn,  w’ithstood 
the  drought  better  than  my  St.  Charles  White. 

Kindly  send  me  your  new  Spring  catalog. 

PAUL  BURROUGHS 


Shelbyyille,  III.,  Sept.  27,  1923 
The  five  bushels  of  Reid's  Yellow’  Dent  seed  corn  I ordered 
of  vou  came  to  me  in  fine  condition.  Its  germination  w’as  fine; 
I have  a 9S  per  cent  stand.  It  grew’  true  to  type,  matured  in 
good  time;  will  make  a heavy  yield. 

B.  F.  BOW-MAX 
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Western 
Plowman 


( 


W PASTERN  Plowman  was  originated  by  Mr.  Win.  Green  and  Mr.  Wm.  Webb  of 
Will  County,  Illinois,  about  25  years  ago.  Mr.  Webb  changed  the  name  of  his 
strain,  but  Mr.  Green  continued  to  breed  Western  Plowman  until  he  moved  to 
Iowa,  when  he  turned  his  breeding  stock  over  to  the  Soil  Improvement  Association  of 
DeKalb  County,  where  its  further  development  was  carefully  watched  and  directed  by 
Mr.  W.  G.  Eckhart.  It  was  from  him  that  we  secured  our  start  of  this  valuable  variety 
in  1917. 


ChaTQCtCvisticS  Plowman  is  a deep  yellow  corn.  It  does  not  run  as  uniform  in 

type  as  Reid,  but  is  ten  days  earlier  in  maturity.  This  corn  is  a 

ivonderful  corn  to  iveigh  out.  The  ears  are  more  cylindrical  than  tapering.  It  has  been 
bred  more  for  bushels  than  for  type.  The  kernel  is  deep,  broad,  and  strong  looking.  It 
matures  in  about  100  days  and  runs  high  percentage  of  shelled  corn  to  cob. 


Adoptability  writing  about  this  corn,  Mr.  Eckhart  says,  “This  splendid  variety 

of  yellow  corn  has  averaged  3.7  bushels  to  19  bushels  more  per  acre, 

than  any  other  variety  for  a six  year  average  on  the  40  acre  field  conducted  by  the  Illinois 
Experiment  Station  just  south  of  the  city  limits  of  DeKalb.” 


At  the  Fairfield  Experiment  Station  in  the  south  part  of  the  state  it  has  had  the 
highest  average  yield  for  the  past  three  years.  Here  at  Mason  City,  last  year  we  had  one 
farmer  who  raised  610  bushels  of  corn  from  one  bushel  of  seed,  and  he  had  it  all  shucked 
and  delivered  to  the  elevator  on  the  13th  day  of  October.  It  is  a wonderful  corn.  We  have 
the  pure  strain. 


/ 


Jacksonville,  III.,  Sept.  25,  1923 
The  Western  Plowrnan  I got  of  you  grew  fine.  At  least  98%. 
Had  a fine  .stand;  it  will  make  50  bushels  or  better.  It  is  very 
early;  at  least  a week  or  ten  davs  ahead  of  anv  corn  I have. 

W.  E.  BEDINGFIELD 

Latham,  Ii.l.,  Sept.  27,  1923 
The  seed  corn  I got  from  you  was  all  right. 

I like  the  Yellow  Dent  the  best. 

EDWARD  SCHICK 

Lovington,  III.,  Oct.  1,  1923 
Had  good  germination  and  will  have  a good  yield. 

WM.  G.  SCHUETZ 

Emma,  Mo..  Sept.  24,  1923 

Am  pleased  to  state  that  I had  a good  stand  of  corn  from 
the  seed  received  from  you.  I would  estimate  the  yield  at  about 
.50  or  60  bushels  to  the  acre.  The  corn  ripened  around  the  middle 
of  September.  WILLIAM  FISCHER 


Barry,  III.,  Sept.  25,  1923 

In  reply  to  your  letter  I am  glad  to  inform  you  about  my 
corn.  The  germination  was  good  and  also  the  yield  and  matur- 
ity are  good.  SAM  GAMBLE 

Georgetown,  III.,  Sept.  24,  1923 
The  corn  I bought  of  you  last  spring  came  up  good  and  grew 
fine.  JOHN  H.  SPROUTS 

Timewell,  III.,  Sept.  26,  1923 
The  seed  corn  that  I got  from  you  last  spring  grew  fine;  we 
had  a fine  stand.  We  have  as  good  a crop  this  year  as  we  ever 
had.  U.  R.  NORTON 

Modoc,  III.,  Sept.  9,  1923 

The  corn  that  I received  from  you  last  season  was  fine.  Its 
yield  looks  good.  I have  been  asked  for  all  the  seed  that  I have 
to  spare.  It  came  up  very  good  and  grew  very  fast.  Will  order 
some  more  next  spring.  HERAIAN  DRPtRY 
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How  to  Increase  Your  Bank  Balance 

WHAT  would  it  be  worth  to  you  to  be  sure  of  a perfect  stand,  to  know  you  will 
not  have  to  replant? 

How  much  money  would  you  lose  if  you  plant  poor,  weak,  frost  bitten,  low 
germinating  seed  corn? 

W'e  know  the  conditions  this  year.  They  are  similar  to  the  Spring  of  1918  when  seed 
corn  sold  as  high  as  $10.00  per  bushel  and  the  quality  was  poor  even  at  that.  The  condition 
that  year  was  a calamity.  It  is  not  as  bad  this  season.  But  it  is  similar.  Corn  went  into 
the  Fall  carrying  a big  percentage  of  moisture.  Crib  corn  either  freezes  dry  or  stays  wet 
until  next  Spring  and  Summer.  If  you  plant  seed  corn  that  froze  dry  you  are  bound  to 
get  a mighty  poor  stand  of  weak,  sickly  corn. 

But  if  you  expect  to  have  a good  stand  of  strong,  healthy,  disease  resistant  corn  the 
time  to  get  your  seed  corn  is  NOW,  when  you  are  sure  of  strong  germinating  stock. 

\\'e  do  not  urge  you  to  order  from  us.  But  do  urge  you  to  be  sure  you  are  going  to 
have  good  seed  corn.  Test  what  you  have  carefully,  if  you  have  none  saved  buy  from 
some  one  who  has  good  stuff. 

Of  course  we  will  be  glad  to  supply  you  because  we  know  we  can  please  you  and  make 
you  money.  We  feel  sure  we  can  add  to  your  bank  balance — can  make  you  money^ — can 
make  you  feel  as  thousands  of  other  customers  feel,  that  buying  Sutton  Seed  Corn  is  not 
an  expense  but  an  investment  which  pays  big  dividends. 

Early  Dent 

The  splendid  Early  Dent  is  very  similar  in  appearance  to  Reid,  but  two  weeks 
earlier.  It  is  a good  yielder  and  just  the  variety  to  grow  for  early  corn.  Ears  are 
from  seven  to  ten  inches  and  very  solid.  Will  give  forty  to  seventy  bushels  yield, 
according  to  the  soil. 

We  can’t  recommend  this  corn  too  highly  for  an  early  variety,  anywhere  in  the  corn 
belt.  Just  the  corn  to  plant  for  early  hog  feed.  It  is  also  a good  ensilage  corn  for  Northern 
Illinois  and  Southern  Wisconsin.  Seed  taken  from  here  to  Southern  \\dsconsin  for  ensilage 
will  give  big  tonnage.  In  the  South  this  corn  will  make  itself  before  the  dry  weather  sets 
in.  Germination  is  perfect. 


Lexin'gtox,  Mo.,  Sept.  2S,  1923 

The  Early  Dent  corn  I got  from  you  last  spring  seemed  to  come  up  perfectly,  hardly  a hill  missing. 
Made  a fine  crop  about  two  weeks  earlier  than  my  other  corn.  -w,  EASTABROOKS 
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Improved  Boone  County  White 


Improved  Boone  County  White 

or 

White  Corn  Selection  No.  42 


This  variety  was  developed  by  Mr.  James  Riley  of  Boone  County,  Indiana,  in  1876. 
He  got  his  start  from  a variety  called  White  Mastodon.  It  has  since  been  changed 
in  type,  etc.,  by  many  breeders  and  by  some  is  now  called  Johnson  County  White. 
The  two  varieties  are  practically  identical.  In  times  past,  it  has  been  objected  to  because 
it  was  late  in  maturity.  We  have  tested  out  many  strains  of  this  corn  and  have  worked  on  it 
ourselves  for  twenty  years.  We  now  have  selection  No.  42  which  we  find  combines  all  the 
good  (lualities  of  this  famous  corn  and  eliminates  its  bad  features.  Our  crop  of  this  corn 
is  simply  fine.  Don’t  be  afraid  to  order  this  corn. 


CharQCtcristicS  ^ inches  in  length,  7Jd  to  Ski  in  circumference, 

sixteen  to  twenty-two  rows,  well  filled  at  the  tips  and  ideal  butts. 
Matures  in  115  to  120  days.  It  does  not  ha\e  the  large  cob  which  the  old  Boone  County 
did.  We  have  gotten  it  to  he  a longer,  slimmer  ear  and  it  is  mighty  fine  corn. 

Adoptability  ^^veral  of  our  very  best  farmers  around  Mason  City  will  plant 
nothing  but  our  Boone.  Missouri  is  a Boone  County  White  state: 
according  to  the  reports  from  the  experiment  station  it  is  recommended  for  almost  all 
sections  of  the  state,  and  say  “JV/c  best  variety  for  bottom  lands,  both  in  Northern  and  South- 
ern Missouri,  was  Boone  County  White."  Our  selection  No.  42  is  the  best  of  the  many 
strains  we  have  tested. 


Atlanta,  Mo.,  -Sept.  25,  1923 
In  reference  to  seed  I bought  of  you  last  spring,  wish  to  say 
germination  was  excellent.  Crop  is  good,  well  eared,  good 
quality.  C.  C.  NEET 

Adair,  III.,  Sept.  27,  1923 

I got  a good  stand  of  corn  and  if  we  had  not  had  a rain  and 
wind  storm  about  the  last  of  July,  would  have  had  a better 
crop  although  I think  we  will  get  50  to  60  bushels  to  the  acre. 

CLARENCE  SMITH 


Rochester,  III.,  Sept.  26,  1923 
The  seed  we  bought  from  you  was  exceptionally  good  in 
germination  and  wall  make  at  least  60  bushels  per  acre. 

H.  C.  RATZ 

Pawnee,  III.,  Sept.  25,  1923 

The  seed  I got  of  you  seemed  to  grow  all  right.  The  yield 
seems  to  be  fair.  The  Western  Plowman  made  itself  from 
when  it  w'as  laid  by  to  past  ear  with  scarcely  any  rain,  \^'ill 
make  40  bushels.  C.  .A.  DEAL 


I 
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Improved  Learning 


Improved  Learning 


This  is  the  oldest  known  variety  of  corn,  having  been  originated  by  J.  S.  Learning 
near  Wdlmington,  Ohio,  in  1826.  klr.  Learning  followed  his  careful  selection  for  56 
years.  This  variety  was  first  introduced  into  Illinois  by  Mr.  E.  E.  Chester  of 
Champaign  Co.  in  1885.  IMr.  Coolidge  of  near  Galesburg  secured  some  of  the  seed  from 
Mr.  Chester  and  was  one  of  the  early  breeders.  We  secured  seed  from  both  Mr.  Chester 
and  Mr.  Coolidge  and  have  the  pure  Lea7ning  Corn.  Many  seedsmen  have  crossed  their 
Learning  with  Reid  to  make  it  conform  more  closely  to  the  score  card  but  loe  have  kept  the 
stram  pure  and  believe  it  has  paid  us  to  do  so. 

ChoractevisticS  has  a tapering  ear,  more  an  orange  than  a lemon  color. 

It  produces  a heavy  ear  with  strong  shank  and  open  butt.  The 
ears  frequently  run  11  inches  in  length.  The  Learning  kernel  is  of  good  depth,  quite  thick, 
the  edges  touch  each  other  at  the  tip  but  part  near  the  crown;  thus  allowing  good  space 
for  drying.  The  germ  is  very  broad  and  long  and  sometimes  almost  covers  the  face  of 
the  kernels.  Learning  is  rich  in  oil  and  protein  and  an  elegant  cattle  corn.  It  requires  about 
the  same  time  as  Reid  for  maturity.  110  to  115  days. 


Adoptability  stated  above.  Learning  is  much  preferred  by  many  feeders.  It 
is  not  so  tight  on  the  cob  as  Reid  and  can  be  fed  to  cattle  without 
crushing  or  grinding.  It  has  a heavy  foliage  and  we  annually  sell  hundreds  of  bushels  of 
it  in  the  Xew  England  dairy  districts  for  silage  purposes.  Learning  does  better  on  rolling 
ground  than  Reid.  It  does  not  require  quite  so  rich  a soil  as  Reid.  Plant  this  corn  two 
to  the  hill  and  you  ivill  get  ivagon  loads  of  big  ears  and  the  yield  will  surprise  you. 

A first  cross  between  Learning  and  Reid,  planting  Reid  in  one  planter  box  and  Learning 
in  the  other,  has  produced  some  big  returns. 

Eor  the  live  stock  farmer  on  rich  or  poor  land,  and  for  any  farmer  on  rolling  land,  we 
recommend  Learning. 


Bextox  City,  Mo..  Sept.  26.  192.3 
The  Learning  corn  I ordered  from  you  was  fine.  It  grew  from 
the  start  much  better  than  the  seed  I planted  from  my  own 
corn  and  will  make  a firmer  and  better  vield. 

M.  M.  GRtEXS 

Valmeyer,  III.,  Sept.  2.5,  1923 
I wish  to  sav  that  I was  satisfied  with  the  seed. 

WM.  REHLIXG 


Lixcolx.  III.,  October  2.  1923 
The  seed  corn  I bought  of  you  last  spring  was  good.  Ger- 
mination was  perfect.  I got  as  good  a stand  as  I could  expect 
to  get.  D.  A.  BEXTLEY 

Beverly.  III..  Sept.  30.  1923 

Will  say  the  seed  I got  from  you  did  fine,  germinated  good 
and  made  a fine  yield;  also  matured  good. 

JOHX  W.  CHAMBERLIX 
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Sutton’s  White  Dent 


Sutton’s  White  Dent 

IN  1906  Mr.  Sutton  saw  some  white  corn  in  Menard  County  which  had  the  general 
type  and  conformity  of  Reid's  Yellow  Dent  but  was  pure  white  in  color.  He  secured 
two  bushels  of  it  and  from  the  two  bushels  selected  8 ears  and  put  them  in  a plot  by 
themselves.  From  this  start  he  developed  a white  variety  which  is  our  most  popular  seller. 


ChdTQCtBvisticS  This  corn  has  all  the  characteristics  of  the  highest  type  of  Reid  but 
” is  white  corn.  In  shape,  type,  maturity,  and  yield,  it  resembles 
this  corn.  It  is  especially  adapted  to  heavy  soil  where  a white  corn  is  desired.  It  has  made 
more  friends  in  the  last  fifteen  years  than  any  new  corn  we  ever  introduced. 


Adaptability  ^ent  is  grown 

almost  everywhere  that 
corn  is  raised.  It  does  not  do  well  in  the 
north  but  for  Central  and  Southern  Illinois 
and  Indiana,  for  all  of  the  state  of  Missouri, 
it  does  just  fine.  One  of  our  customers  in 
Florida  orders  it  every  season.  In  Kentucky 
it  is  very  popular.  It  gives  universal 
satisfaction. 

We  have  put  17  years  into  the  develop- 
ment of  this  corn  and  are  proud  of  our  suc- 
cess. It  is  our  biggest  seller  in  white  corn. 
Very  popular  all  over  Central  Illinois.  It 
matures  about  the  same  time  as  Reid's 
Yelloiv  Dent  and  is  a big  yielder. 


Gays,  III.,  Sept.  24,  1923 

In  reply  to  your  letter  will  say  that  the  seed  corn  was 
O.  K.  The  yellow  corn  sprouted  in  three  days. 

The  white  seed  was  planted  a little  late  but  in  spite  of 
the  dry  weather  I have  a good  stand. 

F.  T.  WEAKLEY 

Roodhouse,  III.,  Sept.  25,  1923 
The  seed  we  bought  from  you,  as  in  the  past,  was  as 
represented;  we  had  a good  stand.  It  looks  as  though  we 
would  have  a big  corn  crop  in  our  county. 

WILL  MARY  EARM  FEED  AND  SEED  CO. 

Brighton,  III.,  Sept.  24,  1923 
I received  your  letter  asking  about  the  seed  corn  I 
bought  from  you  last  spring.  It  was  sure  fine  seed,  it  ger- 
minated well.  I planted  it  the  8th  of  May.  It  developed  into 
exceptionally  healthy,  thrifty  corn.  The  Learning  corn 
grew  to  a height  of  nine  feet  and  will  make  about  60  bushels 
which  is  about  as  much  as  we  ever  grow.  I used  half  of  the 
field  to  fill  my  silo,  which  is  four  acres,  a silo  12  x 30. 

The  Western  Plowman  did  not  grow  quite  as  tall  but  it 
yielded  better.  Both  are  ripe  now.  One  thing  I must  say, 
your  seed  seems  to  be  free  from  root  rot  as  my  corn  stands 
as  straight  and  sturdy  as  a forest.  I am  sure  well  pleased. 

EDW.  A.  HEIDEMANN 

Clarence,  Mo.,  Sept.  24,  1923 
Will  say  your  seed  corn  was  good ; we  got  a good  stand 
E.  L.  WORLAND 
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Iowa  Silvermine 

Iowa  Silvermine 


IOWA  Silvermine  originated  with  J.  H.  Beagley  of  Sibley,  Illinoi?.  from  seed  of  a n'liite 
corn  which  icon  a prize  at  the  Ford  County  Fanners  Institute  in  1S90.  The  next  year’s 
crop  was  sold  to  a seed  firm  in  Iowa  who  gave  it  the  name  of  Iowa  Silvermine. 

CflQTQCtcristicS  This  corn  matures  a little  earlier  than  our  other  varieties  of  white 
corn.  Does  not  grow  quite  as  large  a stalk  nor  foliage  as  Boone 
but  it  is  Cifine  yielder.  We  sell  immense  quantities  of  Silvermine.  The  ear  runs  very  cylin- 
drical: 93^2  to  10  inches  long  and  shells  out  a large  percentage  of  corn  to  the  cob.  Has 
about  18  to  20  rows  to  the  ear.  Fhe  kernel  is  a creamv  ivliite  color  ivith  a slightlx  pinched 


dent.  The  kernel  is  seldom  very  starchy. 


La  Belle.  Mo..  Sept.  2S.  1923 
The  corn  I bought  of  you  for  the  last  few  years  has  been 
perfectly  satisfactoiy-.  Your  corn  was  of  a good  quality 
and  the  aermination  was  good. 

E.  W.  THROCKMORTON 

Bowling  Greex.  Mo..  Sept.  24.  1923 
Would  say  that  I had  good  results  from  seed  corn.  The 
germination  was  sood  and  the  growth  vere  satisfactory-. 

ED.  BIGGS 

Rl'SHville.  III..  Sept.  26.  1923 
Reph-ing  to  your  letter  of  recent  date,  will  say  that  the 
seed  corn  which  we  received  from  you  this  year  has  proved 
very  satisfactory-,  and  in  general  it  was  very-  good  seed. 

RUSHVILLE  FARMERS  GR.AIX  AND 

LIVE  STOCK  CO. 

T.alll-la.  III..  Sept.  27.  1923 
Was  well  pleased  with  your  seed  corn ; have  a splendid 
croD. 

JOHN  S.  HURIE 

AsHKLtM.  III..  Sept.  2.5.  1923 
The  com  I got  from  j'ou  people  last  spring  was  good 
seed.  I got  a 95  per  cent  stand.  It  looks  as  if  it  would  make 
around  50  bushels  oer  acre. 

FRED  TATRO 

Jacksona'ille,  III..  Sept.  26.  1923 
The  seed  was  O.  K.  The  corn  crops  are  as  good  as  could 
be  expected.  W.  A.  DAUB 


being  homey  almost  to  the  crown. 

Adaptability  Silvermine  is  adapted 

to  a wider  range  of 
climate  and  soil  than  any  other  white  corn  on 
the  market.  It  is  especially  adapted  to  poor 
soils.  As  it  has  a tendency  to  grain  rather 
than  fodder  production,  the  plant  food  in 
the  soil  goes  directly  to  feeding  the  ear. 

The  fact  that  this  corn  matures  in  100 
to  10-5  days  accounts  for  its  forging  north- 
ward on  the  richer  soils  where  pre\  iously 
only  very  shallow  grained  varieties  were 
grown. 

This  corn  is  a big  producer  and  matures 
early,  gets  out  of  the  way  of  frost — 
makes  a vigorous  quick  growth.  Order 
early. 


U.  S.  Selection  No.  77 

A YEAR  or  two  ago,  Mr.  C.  P.  Hartley  of  the  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture  wrote 
us  of  a promising  strain  of  white  corn  which  they  had  been  breeding  for  over  twenty 
years  at  the  Experimental  Earms  near  Piketon,  Ohio.  It  has  not  been  bred  for 
type  but  for  yield  only.  We  tried  it  out  here  for  two  years  and  it  yielded  i7%  higher  than 
another  strain  of  white  corn  growing  by  the  side  of  it. 


ChciTClCtCTisticS  This  corn  is  a vigorous  grower.  Stalks  range  from  10  to  12  feet 
high,  with  full,  dark  foliage:  ears  4 to  5 feet  from  the  bottom, 
ivith  two  ears  on  many  stalks.  It  is  not  a show  corn.  The  ears  are  long  with  14  to  16  rows 
of  heavy,  meaty,  medium  smooth  kernels.  It  is  remarkably  free  from  disease. 


Adaptability  It  is  not  an  early  corn  but  it  is  safe  to  plant  it  as  far  north  as  Peoria, 
111.  We  would  not  recommend  it  on  heavy  black,  swampy  soil 
farther  north  than  Mason  City;  but  excellent  for  planting  farther  south.  We  strongly 
recommend  this  corn  for  light,  sandy  soils  and  for  heavy  soils,  such  as  are  found  around 
Beardstown,  111.,  Carrollton,  111.,  and  the  Mississippi  bottoms. 

In  fact  we  feel  that  U.  S.  No.  77  will  become  one  of  the  most  popular  corns  in  Illinois 
and  Missouri.  It  makes  a big  growth  and  produces  mighty  few  nubbins.  Every  ear  has 
good  length.  They  are  not  big  around  but  are  long  and  sure  hll  up  a wagon  box.  Our 
supply  of  this  corn  is  limited.  One  farmer  reports  90  bushels  per  acre  on  a small  acreage 
this  year. 


Keokuk.  Iowa,  Sept.  2.5,  1923 
I sure  am  well  pleased  with  seed  corn;  could  not  be  beat. 
I believe  every  seed  grew. 

Several  people  said  at  my  sale  that  the  corn  was  as  good  as 
they  ever  saw.  GLEN  VARNER 


Arenzville,  III.,  Sept.  25,  1923 
In  regard  to  the  seed  corn  I got  from  you  last  spring.  Will 
say  the  germination  was  the  very  best.  And  the  yield  I am 
counting  on  is  70  bushels  per  acre.  Maturing  is  good. 

R.  L.  BEARD 
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Parcel  Post  Conveniences 

Ha\'e  your  shipments  of  one  bushel  sent  by  Parcel  Post  and  ha^■e  the  corn  deli . ered 
at  your  door.  The  rates  are  as  follows: 

One  peck  shelled  corn First  and  Second  Zone  SO.iS Third  Zone  80.32 

One-half  bushel  shelled  corn F irst  and  Second  Zone  .32 Third  Zone  .60 

One  bushel  shelled  corn First  and  Second  Zone  .60 Third  Zone  1.16 

We  can  reach  most  of  Illinois  in  First  and  Second  zones. 

Often  the  rate  is  cheaper  than  freight  or  express. 

Always  include  the  Parcel  Post  postage  in  your  order  or  we  will  have  to  send  corn 
C.  O.  D.,  which  makes  an  additional  charge  of  10  cents.  We  accept  stamps  on  orders  of 
81.00  or  less. 

Write  Name  and  Address  Plainly  on  Order  Blank 
Terms — Cash  with  Order 

Order  today — can  ship  now  or  later  as  you  wish.  All  shelled  seed  butted  and  tipped 
and  graded  for  edge-drop  planter. 


Our  Old  Customers  Our  Best  Recommendation 

Our  old  customers  are  responsible  for  our  mammoth  business.  We  get  hundreds  of 
new  customers  each  year.  We  certainh-  appreciate  this  fact,  but  if  it  were  not  for  our 
old  customers  who  order  each  year  regularly,  our  business  would  not  be  what  it  is  today. 
Four-fifths  of  our  business  each  year  is  from  our  old  friends.  Hundreds  of  our  customers 
have  been  on  our  books  regularly  for  8,  10  and  12  years. 


Armstrong.  Mo.,  Sept.  2S,  192.3 
The  seed  we  got  from  you  showed  a high  percentage  of 
germination.  We  did  not  have  anv  complaints  against  vour 
seed  corn.  FARMERS  CO-OP.  ASSOCIATION 

Blue  Lick.  Mo..  Sept.  2S.  1923 
The  corn  made  almost  a perfect  stand.  Every  grain  seemed 
to  grow  and  has  made  a real  good  piece  of  corn  which  is  maturing 
nicely.  Am  feeding  it  to  the  hogs  and  have  been  for  two  weeks. 
Will  probablv  make  50  or  60  bushels. 

W.  S.  PILE 

Winchester.  Ky.  Sept.  27,  1923 
The  seed  corn  was  highly  satisfactory-.  I am  now  cutting 
a splendid  crop;  believe  yield  will  be  five  or  more  bushels  per 
shock.  The  corn  in  this  localitv  is  unusuallv  good. 

W.  R.  SPHAR 


Sc-YiNER.  III..  Sept.  29.  1923 

Concerning  the  corn  I have  a good  crop.  I had  a good  stand. 
I am  well  pleased  and  we  have  the  best  corn,  to  take  the  town- 
ship over,  that  I have  ever  seen  in  the  twenty  years  that  I have 
lived  in  this  place.  They  call  it  the  poorest  township  in  the 
county,  and  the  land  is  like  hardpan  which  is  from  one  to  eight 
inches  under  the  top  of  the  ground.  Still  I have  some  corn  that 
will  make  50  bushels  per  acre,  and  I am  well  pleased. 

ALBERT  WELTOX 

Bloomington.  III..  Oct.  3.  1923 

Last  year  I noted  a very  marked  difference  in  favor  of  corn 
grown  from  your  seed  and  that  grown  from  mine. 

All  my  fields  are  inoculated  with  fusarium  so  I think  it 
unwise  to  select  seed  from  that  and  wise  to  buy  seed  where  corn 
is  bred  as  well  as  selected  and  bred  to  be  disease  resisting. 

C.  T.  OSCAR  SCHACHT 
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ioo“KRnoo 

Read  these  letters  from  our  customers  who 
grew  100  BUSHELS  of  corn  per  acre 

You  can  do  this  too.  Good  Soil,  Good  Cultiva- 
tion and  GOOD  SEED  Does  it. 

Remember  every  ear  of  seed  we  planted  last  year 
was  tested  in  our  laboratory  for  disease.  Every 
grain  of  seed  corn  we  sell  is  grown  from  disease- 
free  seed. 

Place  your  order  today.  It  costs  but  a few  cents 
per  acre  and  means  a much  bigger  bank  account 
next  fall. 


Milan,  111.,  March  13,  1923 

THE  G.  D.  SUTTON  CO. 

Dear  Sir — I am  sending  an  order  for  10  bushels  of  yellow  seed  corn.  Now  first,  I must  say 
this.  I ordered  15  bushels  of  corn  from  you  last  Spring.  It  proved  great.  The  Boone  County 
White,  10  acres  of  it,  made  over  100  bushels  to  the  acre.  Lots  of  the  ears  weighed  two  pounds, 
and  it  was  the  talk  of  the  whole  country.  I never  saw  such  large  corn.  I won  several  large  prizes 
wherever  I showed  the  corn.  It  was  a heavy  crop  of  (sweet  clover)  plowed  under  that  turned  the 
terrible  yield.  I saved  some  of  this  fine  corn  for  my  seed  so  will  only  order  the  Yellow  this  > ear. 

I planted  the  Plowman  on  June  17,  and  it  got  ripe  and  made  65  bushels  to  the  acre.  Now 
how  is  that  in  these  Mississippi  River  Bottoms? 

Ship  me  10  bushels  of  picked  in  sack,  and  dried  on  the  rack,  shelled  corn.  Send  me  4 bushels 
of  Western  Plowman,  4 bushels  of  Learning;  and  2 bushels  of  Reid’s  Yellow  Dent. 

Ship  April  1st.  By  freight  to 

PALES  WOOD 

Terre  Haute,  Ind.,  Jan.  19,  1923 

THE  G.  D.  SUTTON  CO.,  Mason  City,  111. 

Gentlemen — Could  you  tell  by  last  year’s  books,  the  kind  of  seed  corn  father  (A.  W.  Flenner, 
Kansas,  111.)  ordered?  We  desire  the  same  kind,  enough  for  80  acres. 

We  laid  father  away  the  12th  of  last  December  and  the  farm  is  left  to  the  management  of 
us  children. 

We  had  one  small  field  that  ^ave  us  over  103  bushels  per  acre.  This  should  have  been 
saved  for  seed  perhaps,  as  it  was  splendid  in  every  respect  to  ordinary  observation,  but  father 
was  sick  at  the  time  it  was  husked,  so  it  went  into  the  common  crib. 

Yours  respectfully, 

ANNA  F.  MILLMAN,  1517  Chestnut  St. 


ONE  TO  800 

One  bushel  of  seed  will  produce  400  to  800  bushels  of  corn.  But  it  won’t  do  it  unless 
the  seed  grows.  Does  the  seed  corn  you  plant  all  grow? 

We  began  business  twenty-six  years  ago,  with  small  equipment,  and  adopted  as  our 
motto,  “Sutton’s  Corn  Grows.”  Today  we  are  the  largest  seed  corn  firm  in  the  world  with 
a capacity  of  75,000  bushels  in  three  large  plants,  and  attribute  our  success  to  the  fact  that 
our  customers  all  say,  “SUTTON’S  CORN  GROWS.” 

The  successful  man  is  always  imitated.  We  have  many  imitators  but  few  competitors. 
There  is  no  real  competition  between  so-called  seed  corn  which  is  selected  with  a scoop 
shovel,  shelled  in  a power  sheller  and  sold  by  some  seed  companies  whose  catalogs  make 
strong  statements  but  whose  customers  are  always  skinned;  and  our  corn  which  is  care- 
fully picked,  dried,  sorted  and  tested. 


PRICE  LIST 

February  1,  1924,  subject  to  change  without  notice 


BAGS  AND  CRATES  FREE 


Because  of  our  enormous  expense  we  have  been  compelled  to 
price  our  corn  a little  higher  than  last  year.  We  will  have  a shrink 
of  over  12,000  bushels  of  corn,  have  burned  six  carloads  of  coal  and 
are  spending  more  on  labor  per  bushel  than  ever  before. 

We  could  get  our  seed  out  for  less  mxoney  but  feel  that  you 
want  the  very  best  and  it  takes  w^ork  to  get  out  that  kind  of  corn 
this  season.  We  are  putting  the  work  into  our  seed  corn  and  feel 
it  is  the  best  that  money  can  buy. 

It  is  sold  and  shipped  on  approval.  You  will  like  it.  Prices 
are  reasonable. 

NEW  CORN 

Early  gathered,  fire  dried,  high  testing,  grown  from  disease 
free  parentage,  the  best  money  can  buy. 

REGULAR  STOCK  SEED  CORN 
One  bushel  seed  corn  to  any  amount,  shelled  and  graded,  per 


bushel  $4.50 

Ear  corn  in  bushel  crates,  per  bushel 5.00 


PICKED  IN  A SACK,  DRIED  ON  A RACK 

One  bushel  to  any  amount,  shelled  and  graded,  per  bushel $5.00 

Ear  com  in  bushel  crates,  per  bushel 5.50 

No  order  accepted  for  less  than  one  bushel  in  the  ear. 

Bags  and  crates  free. 

We  have  a limited  quantity  of  choice  old  corn  which  we  car- 
ried over  from  last  year.  This  is  seed  house  corn,  tipped  and  butted 
by  hand,  almost  perfect  in  germination  but  not  quite  as  quick  in 
sprouting  as  new  crop  seed.  Can  supply  limited  amount  of  Sutton’s 
White  Dent,  Iowa  Silvermine,  U.  S.  No.  77,  Improved  Reid’s  Yellow 
Dent  and  Western  Plowman. 

One  bushel  to  any  amount,  shelled  and  graded  only,  per  bushel  $4.50 
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The  Sutton  Guarantee 


WE  GUARANTEE  our  seed  to  be  quality  stock  in  every  respect  and 
we  positively  ship  every  bushel  of  it  on  approval.  All  seed  may  be  kept 
ten  days  and  tested  in  any  manner  and,  if  for  any  reason  it  is  not  satisfac- 
tory, it  may  be  returned  at  our  expense  and  money  will  be  refunded;  under  no 
circumstances  will  we  refund  money  or  receive  seed  back  that  has  been  kept 
longer  than  ten  days.  We  give  no  warranty,  expressed  or  implied,  as  to  the  purity, 
description,  quality,  maturity,  productiveness  or  any  other  matter  of  any  seeds 
we  send  out,  and  will  not  be  in  any  way  responsible  for  the  crop.  We  give  you 
our  best  judgment  as  to  the  time  of  maturity  and  other  matters,  also  letters 
from  our  customers. 


from  all  over  the  Corn  Belt  have  visited  us  and  almost 
; says,  after  going  through  our  drying  plants, — “I  had  no 
put  so  much  work  on  your  corn.” 

is  a lot  of  work  to  gather  our  corn  from  the  fields  early  in 
picking  out  the  choice  seed  ears,  drying  with  furnace  heat 
and  with  electric  fans  and  blowers  forcing  the  warm  dry  air  through 
the  corn;  then  when  dry  testing  for  germination,  and  butting  and  tipping,  and 
shelling  and  grading.  Twenty  per  cent  of  the  seed  ear  is  taken  out  in  the  tipping 
and  grading.  Seed  is  graded  for  edge-drop  planter.  We  spare  no  expense  to 
have  our  seed  right.  That  is  why  we  sell  so  much  of  it. 

In  addition  to  that  we  have  our  test  and  trial  plots.  Seed  for  our  contract 
growers  is  all  tested  for  disease  symptoms,  and  everything  is  done  that  we  know 
how  to  do  to  make  our  corn  the  very  best  seed  you  ever  planted.  Seed  that  will 
produce  a healthy  root  system,  a strong  stock  and  a big  ear. 

We  want  to  send  you  that  kind  of  seed  and  ship  it  subject  to  your  approval. 
Order  today. 
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OOD  Seed  Corn  is  the  cheapest  seed  a farmer  can  plant,  and  poor 
seed  is  the  most  expensive.  Whether  you  figure  oats,  wheat,  soy- 
beans, clover,  rye  or  any  other  grain,  they  each  cost  more  per  acre 
than  Sutton’s  Seed  Corn,  and  when  you  plant  this  kind  of  corn  you 
are  assured  of  a good  stand,  a big  yield,  and  an  early  maturing  crop. 

But  poor  seed  corn  is  the  most  expensive  of  all  seed.  Poor  stands,  down  corn 
and  rotten  corn  due  to  disease,  cost  the  farmers  of  the  Corn  Belt  millions  of  dollars 
annually.  A few  dollars  invested  in  good  seed  corn  grown  from  Disease-Free  seed 
will  add  from  five  to  fifteen  bushels  per  acre  to  your  crop. 

We  suggest  you  order  early.  Big  demand  this  year. 

Do  not  plant  corn  that  was  hurt  by  early  frosts,  or  corn  that  matured  late 
and  went  into  your  crib  full  of  sap.  It  has  been  hurt  even  if  not  entirely  dead. 
Good  seed  corn  will  pay  you  more  dollars  than  any  investment  you  can  make  this 
year.  Many  farmers  lost  thousands  of  dollars  because  of  the  poor  corn  they 
planted  in  the  spring  of  1918.  The  condition  is  not  as  bad  as  then  but  it  is  similar. 
We  predict  that  more  farmers  will  replant  this  year  than  for  many  years  past. 

Don’t  replant.  You  won’t  have  to  if  you  get  some  of  Sutton’s  strong  seed  by 
sending  in  your  order  early. 


Mwtwn  ipiouiman 


